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216 UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA LAW REVIEW 

The Law of Contract. By William T. Brantly. Second Edition; Baltimore: 

M. Curlander, 191 2. 

The high merit of the works upon contracts that appeared in the past cen- 
tury, and the completeness with which these have, since their first publication, 
been kept abreast of the more recent decisions and development of contractual 
principles in successive editions, has resulted in later years in a decline in the 
number of treatises issued upon the subject. The present second edition of a 
short work upon contracts, the original having been published in 1893, has not 
greatly modified the outlines of contractual law adopted by Sir Frederick Pol- 
lock and Sir William Anson, but it has, within the scope thereof, made use of 
the more precise and clear cut divisions of the subject found in the civil law. 
The author has in the treatment of the nature of contractual obligation followed 
the example of Sir William Anson, by giving a short and simplified explanation 
of the learning of Savigny. Not content with this, however, the writings of 
many other scholars of the civil law have been made use of to clarify a subject 
which seems particularly obscure in the common law. 

This resort to a collateral system is evident in the treatment of many other 
points. Thus in the question of conditional contracts, the author states his 
use of the civil law classification, which is then adapted to common law prin- 
ciples. The result of this free use of all the sources of learning upon a legal con- 
ception common to all nations, is not, as might be expected, a confusion of ideas 
and principles. On the contrary, the writer has not for a moment lapsed into 
forgetfulness of his real purpose, the exposition of common law doctrines. The 
other system of law is used for illustration, not to force conclusions, and from 
the comparison our own law stands out with great clearness. 

Apart from the value of this complete text for practical work, the parallel 
view is instructive and full of interest. The many points of unison between the 
two systems are surprising, considering the essential dependence upon form by 
one and upon substance by the other. 

R. J. B. 



